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was freely visible. He was buried " in the Macedonian
fashion "; that is to say, his corpse was placed on a stone
plinth like a bed and laid to rest in a room with an open door,
which led to an apartment furnished with stone benches and
a central altar, where members of the family would come from
time to time to eat and make offerings, just as modern
Moslems do to-day in the tombs outside Cairo. A number
of Hellenistic tombs of this type have recently been unearthed
at Ghatby, near Alexandria, and these probably reproduce,
though in a less splendid manner, the tomb of the great
Conqueror.

Alexander's mummy was enclosed in a golden cofEn in
which it remained until Ptolemy IX had it melted down
to pay his Syrian mercenaries. It was then placed in
a coffin of crystal in which it was to be seen when Strabo
was in Alexandria in 24 A.D. The Roman emperors showed
reverence for this tomb. Augustus paid it a pious visit and
Caracalla left there his mantle, his belt, and his jewels, as an
offering, so that even at this late period the body of Alexander
must have been lying in its crystal coffin.

If the tomb was rifled during the revolutions and wars
of the Third Century, or when Alexandria fell into ruin some
time after the Arab Invasion, there is no record left of it.
And it is surely unlikely that a tomb venerated alike by
Greeks, Romans, and Arabs, for Alexander figures as a hero
in the Koran, could have been sacked in secret, or that no
one should have put it on record.

That the tomb was lost among the ruins of the royal palaces
is evident from a remark in one of the homilies of St. John
Chrysostom. " Tell me," he asks, " where the Sema (the tomb)
of Alexander is ? " It is clear that he is asking what he feels
to be the impossible. So at the end of the Fourth Century
the whereabouts of Alexander's burial place had been forgotten.
Archaeologists believe that the place known to have
been occupied by the Sema of Alexander is to-day an
ancient mosque dedicated to a deeply venerated saint said
to be the Prophet Daniel. Those who support the theory
that Alexander's body was never destroyed, but was merely
lost, believe that Daniel is Alexander: " Everything goes to
show that Alexander's Tomb was in the vicinity of the Mosque